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Ancestral Caddo Ceramics from 41WD9, 41WD14, and 41WD15,
Wood County, Texas
Timothy K. Perttula
Introduction
Earlier in 2020, Perttula (2020) published an analysis of 1010+ ancestral Caddo ceramic vessel
sherds from five Wood County sites held in the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory, The
University of Texas at Austin (TARL). Three of the sites were in the Lake Fork Creek basin, one
was in the Big Cypress Creek basin, and the fifth site was on Little Sandy Creek in the Sabine River
basin (Figures 1 and 2). This article continues with the analysis of three other small Caddo ceramic

Figure 1. Wood County in East Texas.
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Figure 2. Wood County with particular river and streams.
vessel sherd assemblages from the J. O. McCreight (41WD9), B. F. Cathey (41WD14), and T. U.
Shirley (41WD15) sites.
In this study of Caddo ceramic assemblages in Wood County, I have focused on a few sherd
attributes: sherd type (rim, body, and base), decorative methods and elements by utility ware and
fine ware, and temper inclusions. Select sherds have been drawn from the sites to illustrate particular
decorative elements present in the assemblages.
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41WD9, J. O. McCreight
The J. O. McCreight site, an ancestral Caddo house mound, is on an alluvial knoll between
Little Caney and Caney Creek, and about 75 m from Little Caney Creek, in what is now Lake Fork
Reservoir. A. M. Wilson and A. T. Jackson completed limited work at the site in 1930, and that is the
origin of the ceramic assemblage discussed here. In 1977, Southern Methodist University conducted
investigations at the site (which they designated X41WD71), but those investigations have never
been published.
All of the sherds in the TARL collections from the J. O. McCreight site are from vessels tempered with grog (71 percent) or grog-hematite (29 percent) (Table 1). Both tempers are present in
the three ceramic wares, but grog-hematite temper is most commonly represented in the plain ware
(37.5 percent), while grog-tempered sherds are better represented in the utility ware (83 percent) and
fine ware (67 percent).
Table 1. Temper categories in the ceramic wares from the J. O. McCreight site.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Temper categories
Plain ware
Utility ware
Fine ware
N
_________________________________________________________________________________
grog
grog-hematite

5
3

5
1

2
1

12
5

_________________________________________________________________________________
Totals
8
6
3
17
_________________________________________________________________________________
Of the nine decorated sherds in the assemblage, 67 percent are from utility wares and the
remainder are from fine wares (Table 2). Four of the utility ware sherds are rim sherds that have
incised lines, either cross-hatched lines (Figure 3a) or diagonal opposed incised lines. These are
likely from Canton Incised jars (see Suhm and Jelks 1962). Two other incised rim sherds from the
site are unique in that they have a row of small appliqued nodes at the vessel lip (Figure 3b).
One of the fine ware sherds in the decorated sherd assemblage from the site has a hematite-rich
clay slip applied to both interior and exterior surfaces; this is from a Sanders Slipped (see Perttula
2021) bowl or carinated bowl. A fine ware rim is from a diagonal opposed Sanders Engraved vessel
that also has a row of small appliqued nodes at the rim-body juncture (Figure 4a). The last fine ware
sherd is from a bottle that has broadly spaced curvilinear engraved lines on the vessel body (Figure
4b); it has not been identified to a defined type.
41WD14, B. F. Cathey
The B. F. Cathey site is about 3-4 miles west of Quitman in the Lake Fork Creek drainage basin.
Wilson and Jackson visited the site in 1930, In addition to noting midden deposits (the source of the
ceramic sherds in Table 3), a whole ceramic vessel had been found in a plowed field, suggesting an
ancestral cemetery was present at the site.
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Table 2. Decorative methods and elements in the utility ware and fine ware sherds at the J. O.
McCreight site.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Methods and Elements
Rim
Body
N
_________________________________________________________________________________
Utility Ware
Incised
cross-hatched lines
diagonal opposed lines

3
1

-

3
1

Incised-appliqued
cross-hatched lines-small appliqued nodes on the lip

2

-

2

Engraved
curvilinear lines

-

1*

1

Engraved-appliqued
diagonal opposed lines-small appliqued nodes at carina

1

-

1

Fine Ware

Red-slipped
int./ext. red-slipped
1
1
_________________________________________________________________________________
Totals
7
2
9
_________________________________________________________________________________
*bottle

Figure 3. Incised and incised-appliqued rim sherds from the J. O. McCreight site.
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Figure 4. Engraved and engraved-appliqued sherds from the J. O. McCreight site.
About 96 percent of the sherds from the site are from vessels tempered with grog, either as the sole
temper (80 percent) or in combination with bone (12 percent) or hematite (8 percent) (Table 3). One
sherd has bone and hematite temper inclusions. Although the sample sizes are small, the plain wares
have the most diverse range of temper categories, while the fine wares are from vessels that are all
tempered with grog, while the utility wares have both grog and grog-bone-tempered vessel sherds.
Both utility ware sherds have punctated elements, one with rows of fingernail punctations and
the other with tool punctated rows (Table 4). Both of these sherds may be from different Late Caddo
Mockingbird Punctated vessels (see Perttula 2021).
There are only three fine ware sherds from the B. F. Cathey site ceramic sherd collection (see
Table 4). One rim simply has a horizontal engraved line mid-way down the rim panel, suggesting it
is from a compound bowl with the main decorative motif on the lower panel. The two sherds with
excised brackets and/or scroll fill zones (Figure 5) are from Late Caddo Titus phase Ripley Engraved
vessels, although the variety of Ripley Engraved cannot be identified with certainty.
41WD15, T. U. Shirley
The T. U. Shirley is near a tributary of Dry Creek (see Figure 2) in the Lake Fork Creek basin,
a few miles from Quitman, the Wood County seat. Wilson and Jackson of the University of Texas in
1930 noted midden deposits at the site, with ceramic vessel sherds visible on the surface.

102

Journal of Northeast Texas Archaeology 87 (2021)

Table 3. Temper categories in the ceramic wares from the B. F. Cathey site.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Temper categories
Plain ware
Utility ware
Fine ware
N
_________________________________________________________________________________
bone-hematite
1
1
grog
16
1
3
20
grog-bone
2
1
3
grog-hematite
2
2
_________________________________________________________________________________
Totals
21
2
3
26
_________________________________________________________________________________
Table 4. Decorative methods and elements in the utility ware and fine ware sherds at the B. F.
Cathey site.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Methods and Elements
Rim
Body
N
_________________________________________________________________________________
Utility Ware
Punctated
fingernail punctated rows
tool punctated rows

1

1
-

1
1

Fine Ware
Engraved
excised bracket el.
1
1
horizontal engraved line
1
1
scroll fill zone with excised brackets
1
1
_________________________________________________________________________________
Totals
3
2
5
_________________________________________________________________________________

Figure 5. Ripley Engraved rim sherd from the B. F. Cathey site.
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More than 96 percent of the sherds in the T. U. Shirley site ceramic sherd assemblage are from
vessels tempered with grog: either as the sole temper (52 percent) or in combination with hematite
(48 percent); the wares are little different in the use of either grog or grog-hematite temper (Table 5).
One sherd is from a fine ware vessel that has both bone and hematite temper.
Table 5. Temper categories in the ceramic wares from the T. U. Shirley site.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Temper categories
Plain ware
Utility ware
Fine ware
N
_________________________________________________________________________________
bone-hematite
1
1
grog
5
5
2
12
grog-hematite
3
5
3
11
_________________________________________________________________________________
Totals
8
10
6
24
_________________________________________________________________________________
Almost 63 percent of the decorated sherds from the T. U. Shirley site are from utility wares,
including sherds with appliqued, brushed, incised, neck banded, and punctated elements (Table
6). The appliqued sherds have curvilinear or parallel appliqued ridges, and are probably from
McKinney Appliqued jars, common in Lake Fork Creek basin Late Caddo sites (Perttula 2020). The
one brushed body sherd may be from a Bullard Brushed vessel, another common utility ware type in
Late Caddo sites in East Texas, along with sherds from Maydelle Incised jars with diagonal opposed
and diagonal incised lines (Figure 6a). There is also one La Rue Neck Banded body sherd, and
three rim and body sherds with either fingernail or tool punctated rows. The most distinctive of the
punctated sherds is the one rim with a vertical fingernail punctated row along the rim itself.
In the fine wares from the site, 50 percent are rim and body sherds with interior and exterior
red-slipped surfaces (see Table 6), probably from red-slipped bowls. One of the rim sherds has an
interior thickened rim. The three engraved sherds are probably from carinated bowls, and one body
sherd has a cross-hatched zone while another has opposed engraved lines. The last fine ware sherd
has part of a horizontal line and a horizontal scroll element from a Ripley Engraved carinated bowl
(see Figure 6b).
Summary and Conclusions
Small samples of plain and decorated ceramic vessel sherds have been re-examined from three
ancestral Caddo sites in Wood County, Texas, that were collected by A. M. Wilson and A. T. Jackson
of UT in 1930. The sherds are from plain ware, utility ware, and fine ware vessels tempered almost
exclusively with grog temper, with minor amounts of bone or hematite temper added to the paste;
hematite-tempered sherds were particularly abundant at the T. U. Shirley site.
The decorated sherds from the three sites indicate they are from ancestral Caddo assemblages
of different ages. The Canton Incised, Sanders Slipped, and Sanders Engraved types at the J. O.
McCreight site (41WD9) are from a Pecan Grove phase Middle Caddo period component dating
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Table 6. Decorative methods and elements in the utility ware and fine ware sherds at the T. U.
Shirley site.
_________________________________________________________________________________
Methods and Elements
Rim
Body
N
_________________________________________________________________________________
Utility Ware
Appliqued
curvilinear appliqued ridge
parallel appliqued ridges

-

1
1

1
1

Brushed
parallel brushed marks

-

1

1

Incised
diagonal lines
diagonal opposed lines
parallel lines

-

1
1
1

1
1
1

Neck Banded
parallel neck bands

-

1

1

Punctated
tool punctated row below the lip
tool punctated rows
vertical fingernail punctated row

1
1

1
-

1
1
1

-

1
1
1

1
1
1

Fine Ware
Engraved
cross-hatched zone
horizontal line and scroll el.
opposed lines

Red-slipped
int./ext. red-slipped
2
1
3
_________________________________________________________________________________
Totals
4
12
16
_________________________________________________________________________________
from ca. A.D. 1200-1400 (Bruseth and Perttula 1981; Perttula 2020), while the types identified
at the B. F. Cathey (41WD14) and T. U. Shirley (41WD15) sites are indicative of a Late Caddo
period Titus phase occupation there: Ripley Engraved, Maydelle Incised, McKinney Appliqued,
and Bullard Brushed. Fields (2021:Figure 10.6) includes them in Dry Creek and Headwaters spatial
groupings of the Titus phase.
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Figure 6. Incised and engraved sherds from the T. U. Shirley site.
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